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(All acres reported in this report are rounded to the nearest thousand.) 
 
The Healthy Forests Initiative is an ongoing commitment to care for America’s forests 
and rangelands, reduce the risk of catastrophic fire to communities, help save the lives of 
firefighters and citizens, and protect critical natural resources.  Coupled with the 2003 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act and the National Fire Plan, much progress has been 
made under the Healthy Forests Initiative to reduce the threat of wildland fires and 
restore the health of our public lands. 

HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUCTION 
Since 2001, Federal land management agencies have treated 11 million acres of 
hazardous fuels on public lands.  In 2004, the Federal agencies' combined target for 
hazardous fuels treatment and improving land condition is 3.7 million acres.  By October 
1, 2004, the Forest Service and Department of the Interior land management agencies had 
treated 4 million acres or 109 percent of the 2004 goal.  Of these acres, over 2.3 million 
were in the wildland-urban interface (WUI). 

The majority of the 4 million treated acres are 
the result of projects that are designed to 
directly reduce hazardous fuel levels using 
mechanical means (e.g., thinning, chipping, and 
mechanically removing brush), prescribed fire, 
other types of non-fire activities (e.g., grazing), 
or some combination of the three.  However, 
many other land management activities, such as 
wildlife habitat improvement projects, timber 
sales, and silvicultural treatments reduce 
hazardous fuel levels as a secondary benefit.  
The following illustrations show treatment types 
used for the hazardous fuels program and other 
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* The 2000 data was not aggregated by WUI vs. non-WUI treatments. 

** The 2004 acres include treatments from other land management activities. 
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vegetative treatments that have a secondary benefit of improving the fire condition class. 
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HEALTHY FORESTS AUTHORITIES 
The above table details the current and planned use of the Healthy Forests Restoration 
Act of 2003 (HFRA) authority and the Healthy Forest Initiative (HFI) administrative 
tools (e.g., categorical exclusion for hazardous fuels).  Public land managers are forming 
coalitions with state and local stakeholders to use new and existing tools and authorities 
to protect communities and critical natural resources at unprecedented levels.  These 
coalitions are working together to identify critical projects and the most appropriate 
authorities and funding sources.  A record 4 million acres of public lands were improved 
this year. 
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INVASIVE SPECIES AND FOREST HEALTH  
In FY 2004, Forest Service Forest Health Protection (FHP) projects and programs 
included both prevention efforts and the restoration of lands impacted by native and 
nonnative invasive species.  For example, the southern pine beetle (SPB) poses 
significant threats to forests in the Southern United States.  The Forest Service FHP 
program provided $10 million to implement a SPB initiative that includes prevention and 
restoration activities on 115,000 acres 
of Federal, state and private lands. In 
the Western United States, a complex 
of western bark beetles (WBB) has 
caused outbreaks in many States.  The 
Forest Service FHP program provided 
$20 million to implement a WBB 
initiative to treat 148,000 acres. Other 
funds have been allocated to control 
and manage invasive pests, including 
hemlock woolly adelgid, white pine 
blister rust, gypsy moth, and invasive 
plants.  A total of 1.1 million acres will 
be treated as a result of these efforts.   
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